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November 27. 1713. 


Jex LI. 155 16. 


He bath made the Earth by his Power, he hath eſtas 
bliſb'd the World by bis] Wiſdom, and hath ftretch'd 
our the Heaven by his Under ſtanding. | 

When he attereth his Voice, there is a multitude of 
Waters in the Heavens, and he cauſeth the Vas 
pours to aſcend from the end of the Earth ; be 
maketh Lig htnings with Rain, and bringeth forth 
the Wind out of his Treaſures. 


nn 'Fews, who were God's peculiar People, 
* and had the true Religion eſtabliſh'd amongſt 


TH them, were more careful than any other Na- 
6 * 


tion to Preſerve the memory of ſuch things as 


22 
8.2 


8 RUAY were remarkable and extraordinary; not on- 


ly thole that were great and common Bleſſings, but alſo 
thoſe that were dreadful Calamities and heavy Judgments 
upon them, 
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The uſual Courſe they took for this, was, either to enter 
them in ſuch poblick Records, as might tranſmit the Ac- 
counts thereof to ſucceeding Generations; to erect laſting 
Monuments, aptly deſcribing ſuch wonderful and. uncommon 
Events; or to ſet apart certain Days, in . which to commemo- 
rate thoſe remarkable Inſtances of God's Mercy or Diſplea- 


Their being ſo wonderfully preſerv'd from the Plagues of 
Egypt (a), and deliver'd out of their Bondage in that Coun- 
try, was, by Divine Appointment, to be annually comme- 


morated by the Feaſt of Paſſover, throughout all their Gene- 


rations, | 1 3 BY 
Their miraculous Preſervation from Famine ih, the Wilders 
bels, when God rain'd Bread out of Heaven for them, was 
to be kept in perpetual remembrance, by laying up a Pot of 
Manna (b) in the Ark of the Lord. 
The dividing of the Waters of Jordan, after ſuch a ſu- 
pernatural manner, when they ſtood up in heaps, to make 
way for the twelve Tribes to paſs over into the Land of Ca- 
aan (c), was to be perpetuated, by the ſetting up of twelve 
Stones upon that part of the happy Shore where they firſt 
incamp'd. | . 
And as they took care to keep Memorials of theſe great 
Mercies, for the Honour of their God, who had appear d ſo 
wonderfully in their favour, and to excite themſelves to Gra- 
titude and Thankfulneſs, who had receiv'd ſuch uncommon 
Benefits; ſo they did as carefully preſerve the Memory of 
thoſe great and dreadful Judgments which had fallen upon 
them, and kept Days annually on that account, wherein to 


humble themſelves under the mighty Band of God, and de- 


precate the like Inſtances of his Anger for the future. | 

A Day was kept every Year, in remembrance of the be- 
ſieging of Feruſalem by the Chaldeans, which prov'd (o fatal 
in the end to the Jewiſh Nation. Another Day was obſerv'd 
in memory of the Great Famine in Jeruſalem, when their 
Enemies lay encamp'd before it. A third was obſerv'd, for 
commemorating the Deſtruction of that Holy City, and the 
Temple of God in it. And the like was done in memory of 
the ſlay ing of Gediliab, on whoſe Death follow d the Diſper- 
lion of the Jews (d.) en A 

All thefe Faſts were obſcrv'd for ſeventy Years ſucceſ- 
ſively, upon the very Months, and probably Days, in which 


„%. — —⸗ 


" fa) Exod, 13. 8, 9, 10. (b) Exod, 16, 33s (<) Joſh. 4. 5, 6, 7. 


{4} Tech. 8. 18, 19. 
4. 
theſe 


in Commemoration of the Great Storm. 5 
theſe Events happen d. We don't find indeed, that the 
Obſervation of theſe was by any ſpecial Command from 
God, but flow'd from their deep Senſe of his great -Judg- 
ments upon them for their Sins; and in conformity to that 
general Rule which they had receiv d, to remember the mar- 
vellous Works which God had done, the Wonders, and the 
Judgments of his Mouth (e). And after their Deliverance 
out of this ſeventy Fears Captivity, God does not blame 
them for keeping theſe Days ſo long in commemoration of his 
Judgments, but for not obſerving them after that religious 
manner which they ought to have done: hen ye faſted 
and mourned in the fifth and ſeventh Month, even thoſe ſe- 
venty Tears, did ye at all faft unto me, even unto me? 
From all which we may plainly ſee, that as the Cuſtom of 

commemorating paſt Mercies or Judgments is agrecale to 
the Dictates of Nature, and what bas been the common 
Practice of all civiliz d Natiòns in the World; fo likewiſe it 
is approv'd of by Divine Revelation, and greatly promoted 
wherever that obtains. „e 
It is in compliance with this laudable Cuſtom, that we ar 
call'd together at this time, to be put in remembrance of 
that great and terrible Judgment, with which it pleas d God 
to viſit theſe Northern Nations hut a few Years ſince. | 
I mean, that great and violent Storm of Wind, which 
happen'd on this Day ten Years: A Calamity ſo uncommon 
in theſe Parts of the World, and fo very ſevere upon this 
Kingdom in particular, that it ought not quickly to be 
worn out of our Minds, at leaſt till we bave reaſon to hope 
it has brought about ſach a national Repentance and Refor- 
mation, as may prevent the like, or greater Judgments from 
falling upon us. N | 
As this is the pious Deſign of our coming together, fo the 
Words which I firſt read, were recommended to me as a pro- 
per Subject on this occaſion, in which the Prophet gives us 
2 hr and particular Account of the wonderful Works 
of God. | | 
He hath made the Earth by his Power, he hath eftabliſh'd the 
World by bis Wiſdom, and hath firetch'd out the Heaven by 


his Underſtanding. | Fi 
When he uttereth his Voice, there is a multitude of Waters in 


the Heavens, and he cauſeth the V apours to aſcend from the end 


1 bs. 1 14 


(e) 1 Chron, 16. 12, 


| 6 A Sermoy preach'd Nov. 27. 1713. 
the Earth: He maketh Lightning with Rain, and bringeth 
| the Wind out of his Treaſures. By * e * 
In ſpeaking to theſe Words, I ſhall endeavour, 
is Fir#t, To give a brief Explication of the ſeveral Inſtances 
1 here mention d of the Divine Power and Wiſdom. 
Seconaly, To ſhew what was the Scope and Deſign of 
the Prophet, in making ſuch a large Enumeration of the 
wonderful Works of God. $9987 Rice! 2 rot? 
* Thirdly, I (hall more particularly explain and improve to 
/' © - our preſent Purpoſe the laſt-mention'd Inſtance of God's 
1 Power; namely, that he bringeth forth the Wind out f 


bis Treaſures. 


_ 
—— 


—— 
—— 


Fir, Let us take a ſhort View of the ſeveral Inſtances of 
the Wiſdom and Power of God here given. 
And as we find the Stile in which the Prophet ſpeaks to 
be very Lofty and Noble ; the Works of God, which he men- 
tions, to be exceeding great and wonderful; fo the Method 
in Which they are laid down is very juſt and natural. He 
begins, Firſt, with the making of the Earth; then proceeds 
to the eſtabliſhing of jt in its Place and Order; and after this, 
to the ſtretching out of the Heavens round about it. From 
the Works of Creation, he goes on to ſhew how the ſame 
God governs all natural Cauſes; and by a wiſe Providence 
orders and diſpoſes all the Accidents of thoſe things which he 
hath made: Aſſerting, that the Thunder and the Lightning, 
the Rain and the Dew, together with the Wind, are but the 
Treafares of his Magazine, and are brought forth by bis 
Direction. 7 | 
So that we have here a very elegant Deſcription of God, 
both as the Creator and Sovereign of all things: tis He that 
firſt gave Being to this viſible World, and all the Ornaments 
and Beauties in it; and 'tis He that governs and rules the 
fame; directing by his Power and Wiſdom the moſt ſecre 
_ Cauſes and wonderful Events of natural things. | 
But a more particular Conſideration of theſe things will be 
very uſeful, both to impreſs upon our Minds an aweful Senſe of 
the Divine Majeſty, and raiſe in us a juſt Admiration of his 
wonderful Works. 
| And the firſt thing which the Prophet aſſerts of God, is, 
That he hath made the Earth by bis Power; by which he 
does not only aſcribe the Creation of the Earth to God, 
but declares that his making of it is a great loſtance of bis Al- 


/' mighty Power and Omnipotent Arm, 
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in Commemoration of the Great Storm. 7 
And that it is ſo, will appear, if we conſider that he bad 
no pre · exiſtent Matter to work upon, but drew ſuch a vaſt 
and ſolid Body, enrich'd with fo many uſeful Qualities, and 
| adorn'd with ſo many Beauties, out of nothing, The great- 
eſt and wiſeſt Artificer amongſt Men muſt bave ſometbing 
to work upon, or bis Skill ſignifies nothing: tho he may be 
able to produce admirable Pieces of Workmanſhip | 
mean and little things, vet ſtill it muſt be from Matter cre- 
ated to his hands: for tho he may give Matter a new Figure, 
and turn it to variety of Forms and Uſes ; yet he cannot 
oduce the leaſt Mite or Atom that was not in being before. 
ut ſuch is the Almighty Power of God, that he made all 
* out of nothing. | — 1 
Ik we conſider again, that he had no *oftruments to work 
with, nor any Affiſtants to help him in this great Per for- 
mance, but did all by his own Agency; this ſtill diſplays bis 
infinite Power. I am He (faith God) that maketh all thingy 
that e. the Heavens alone, and ſpread abroad 
Earth by my 4 1 a). And as he was the ſole Agent in this 
Work, ſo he did it with the greateſt Facility and Eaſe ima- 
ginable. The Productions of Men, eſpecially thoſe that are 
moſt rare and excellent, are commonly brought forth with 
reat Labour 'and Toil. They muſt rack their Brains, and 
nd their Strength before they can make things anſwer 
their Deſign, and accompliſh what they undertake. But this 
ſtately Fabrick of the World, with all the Neceſſaries and 
Ornaments of it, with all the Treaſures and Inhabitants 
upon it, were made by the ſingle Word of God, or the pure 
Act of his Will. He ſaid, Let chere be Light, and there was 
Light. He ſaid, Let there be a Firmament, and let the Waters 
be gather d together into one Place, and it was ſo. He ſaid, Ler 
the Earth bring forth Graſs, and Herb yielding Seed, and the 
Frnit- Tree yielding Fruit after his kind, and it was ſo(b), 
He ſpake (faith the Plalmiſt) and it was done; he commanded, 
and it flood faſt (c). af. 
Nor did he require a long Succeſſion of Days and Years 
to bring forth and finiſh ſach a glorious Piece of Workman- 
ſhip : for the Heavens and the Earth were by his Power in- 
ſtantly brought into Being; and upon his giving forth” the 
„ Command, whatever he faid was immediately ſo: And tho 
* ſ Days are ſaid to be taken in the formation and diſpoſing 
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$ A Sermon preach'd Nov. 27. 1713. 
of all things; yet tis reaſonable to conclude, and ſeems: pro- 
bable from the Account Moſes gives of it, that in each Day, 
upon the very inſtant that the Divine Word went forth, the 
Works of that Day were done. . 
How great then is our God in Power, and how wonderful 
is he in Working! | C = 
2dly, The next thing that follow'd the Creation of the 
Earth, is the eſtabliſhing of it in its place, and fixing the 
ſeveral Orders and Uſes of thoſe things in it: and this is the 
ſecond thing taken notice of by the Prophet. As he made the 
Earth by his Power, ſo he bath eſtabliſh'd the World by his 
Wiſdom. | | | | ; 

By which T- underſtand either his fixing this Terreſtrial 
Ka ra; in its preſent Center, or his ſettling that neceſſary and 
wiſe Order which appears in all natural things. 

He hath eſtabliſh'd the World by his Wiſdom; i. e. after 
he had by his Almighry Power created this vaſt Globe of 
Earth, be wiſely fix'd it in its Center; or, to uſe the Scrip- 
ture-Phraſe, hath founded it upon its Baſis (d). 

And this has always been mention'd, both by Sacred and 
Profane Writers, as one of the great and moſt wonderful 
Works of the Creator; to fix ſuch a great and ponderous 
Body of Earth and Water, as that under vs, in ſuch an empty 
Space, and without any viſible Support, being ſurrounded with 
nothiog but the thin and pliant Air. Job makes mention of 
it with Admiration, ſaying, He ftretcherh out the North over 


tbe empty place, and hangeth the Earth upon nothing (e). 


* 


We ſhould count him a very great Artiſt, that could cauſe 
but a ſmall Weight to hang in the Air without any thing to 
ſoſtain it. But how great is the Wiſdom and Power of this 
Divine Agent, who cauſes ſuch a vaſt Globe of heavy Earth 
and Waters to hang as a Ball in the midſt of the Air, which 
is ſo thin and weak of it ſelf as not to ſupport the lighteſt 
Feather? 

Of ſuch a prodigious Bulk is this Terreſtrial Globe, that it 
is computed by Mathematicians (f to contain above two 
Hundred and fixty Thouſand Millions of Miles ſolid Con- 
tent: Now every Yard ſquare of this contains ſeveral hundred 
Weight. Who then can compute the vaſt Weight of the whole 
Globe, or conceive how it ſhould hang for ſo many Ages in 
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(d) Pſal. 104. 5. (e) Job 26. 7. 
(f) Derham's Phy ſico- Theology, Book, 2. chap. 2. 


the 


in Commemoration of the Great Storm. 9 


8 the Space? What leſs than an lpfinite Power could exect 
5 facka ans 204 ſtately Fabrick out of nothing; and what but 
* an Almighty Are can pphold ſuch a-prodigious Weight in the 
airy Region: raps, rh; =; | 5 
* If it 1 either a Spherical or , Globular Motion, or 
* both, as is now generally ſuppos d; yet for near fix Thouſand | 
: Years it has never fallen from that Center in which the Al- 
I miphty Maker at firſt fix'd it, nor made one irregular Slip, 
2 either in its Diurnal or Annual Motions : fo equally is this 
- Globe poiſed on every fide, and fo wiſely is every thing or- 
5 der d in Number, Weight, and Meaſure (g). 
And this Situation of the Earth is not only an evidence 
l of the Almighty Power of him that eſtabliſh'd it; but alſo 
| an Inſtance of his unſearchable Wiſdom and Goodneſs: nor is 
it more wonderful to ſee ſo vaſt a Globe bang upon nothing, 
N than it is beneficial and neceſſary to the Inhabitants that live 
| upon it. 
Ppor by this means the ſeveral Parts of it lie open to the 
heavenly Orbs that are round about it, and equally receive the 
Benefits of Light and Heat from them; without which the 
| Earth conld not be fruitful, nor its Inhabitants enjoy either 


8 Health or Life. wei 
7 And by the hanging of the Earth in this empty Space, 
Ss 0 and at ſuch a due diſtance from all other ſolid Globes, there 
f is a free and conſtant Motion of the Air round about it, to 
* keep it clean and pure, to purge away the noxious Vapours 
that ariſe from the Earth, to nouriſh the Fruits of the Ground, 
and to render the Air fit for Perſpiration, without which 
neither Man nor Beaſts could live in it. Juſtly therefore 
does the Prophet ſay, he hath eſtabliſo d the World by tus 


| Mert | 

Bat then by eſtabliſhing the World may alſo be ſignify d. 

that regular Order in which all natural things are fix d, an 
that powerful Inſtin& which God hath plac'd in them, by 
which they are both fitted and inclin'd to the ſeveral Purpoles 
for which they were made. How has the wiſe Creator made 
one thing ſubſervient to another, and eſtabliſh'd an admirable 

Order throughout the Whole? 

The dividing of the Waters from the dry Land, and fix- 
ing juſt Bounds and Limits to both, appears to be the Work 
of a great and wiſe Agent; for who elſe could make ſuch a 
handſom and uſeful Diſtribution of Earth and Water, and fo 
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of thy Riches (k), | | 
' . 3dly, The Prophet having aſſerted the Power of God in 
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To A Sermon preach'd Nov. 27. 1713. 
juſtly poiſe both? Who but the Almighty could ſet Bars 
and Doors to the great Ocean, and ſay, Hitherto ſhalt thou 
_ 05 no further; and here ſhall thy proud Waves be 
ayed (h). „ „ WENT 207 

The Unevenneſs of the Ground, which to ſome may ſeem 
a Defect, is wiſely order'd by Him that at firſt diſpos d all 
things, either for Ornament or Profit; either for the Beauty 
or Convenience of the Univerſe : the Hills ariſe, and the Val- 
leys deſcend to the Places the Lord bath appointed for them, 
and the Mountains are ſet faſt by his Power (i). 
Some Parts of the Earth do, by the Law of natural In- 
ſtinct, engender rich and uſeful Minerals; others bear Trees 
for Fruit or Timber ; and other Places ſend forth the green 
Herb and tender Grals : ſome parts of it are hard and rocky, 
to afford us Materials for Building others are more ſoft 
and open, that they may be cultivated to bring forth Fruit 
for Man and Beaſt. Is A 

From all which it muſt be infer'd, that this excellent Or- 
der, and theſe d err Productions, were at firſt eſtabliſh'd 
by ſome Agent infinitely Wiſe. How manifold are thy Works, 
O Lord! in Wiſdom haft thou made them al: the Earth is full 


making the Earth, and his Wiſdom in eſtabliſhing the 


World, proceeds next to declare his Underſtanding in ſtretch- 
ing out the Heavens round about it. From obſerving the 


Power and Wiſdom of God that appears in the earthly 


Globe under our Feet, we are directed to turn our Eyes up- 


ward, and behold that vaſt and magnificent Arch that is 
ſpread over our Heads; and from the Richneſs of its Fur- 
niture, and the Variety of admirable Objects that appear 
in it, we muſt needs conclude, that it was rear d by an omp- 
— 8 Arm, and fram'd by a Being of infinite Under- 
ing. | 
Thoſe two great Luminaries that interchangeably govern 
the Nigbt and the Day, do, by the Magnitude of their Bodies, 
their conſtant and regular Motions, their kind and uſeful 
Influences, loudly proclaim the Wiſdom of their Maker. 
And not only the Regularity of their Motions, but their due 
Diſtances from this Terreſtrial Globe, beſpeak them to have 
been plac'd where they are by an infinite Underſtanding, If 
the Sun, in its preſent Magnitude, were to come as near us as 


©) Jod 38, 19, 11, (i) Paal. 65. 6, (K) Pla), 104. 24. 
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the Moon, it would ſoon ſet the World on fire, and turn 
the Earth, with all its Inhabitants, into Aſhes: Or if the 
Moon, which ſupplies us with a faint and borrow'd Light in 
the other's Abſence, bad been fix'd at ſuch a vaſt diſtance 
as the Sun is, it could have been of .wo ſervice to us. But 
their wiſe Creator has given them their proper Magnitude, 
and plac'd them at ſuch convenient Diſtances, as to prevent 
their hurtful Aſpect; and yet ſo near, as to render them both 
pleaſant and profitable to us. : at a 

That vaſt, and almoſt infinite Number of Stars, which be- 
ſpangle this heavenly Arch, do likewiſe declare the Bounty and 
Magnificence of their Maker. | | 

He has (ſays a very Polite (I) Author) caſt them about 
“4 the Skies, as a magnificent Prince either ſcatters Mony by 
© hand-fulls, or ſtuds his Clothes with precious Stones. | 

If we imagine with ſome, that theſe Stars (which, conſi- 
dering their vaſt diſtance, muſt be of great Magnitude) are 
ſo many Worlds like the Globe we dwell upon; © Then 
* (fays the ſame ingenious Author) how Potent and Wiſe 
©« muſt He be, who makes Worlds as numberleſs as the 
Grains of Sand that cover the Sea- ſnore; and who, with- 
*© ont any Trouble, for ſo many Ages governs all theſe wan- 
& dering Worlds, as a Shepherd does a Flock of Sheep? 

Or if we ſoppoſe with others, that theſe are only as it 
were ſo many lighted Torches to ſhine upon us, who dwell 
on this ſmall Globe (in), call'd the Earth: yet the Greatneſs 
of their Number, the Regularity of their Motions, the Beau- 
ty of their Countenance, and their benign and ſecret Influ- 
ences, do brightly diſcoyer the Wiſdom and Liberality of 
that Almighty Being who fix'd 'em there. | "Ho 

The Heavens declare the Glory of God, and the Firmament 
ſheweth his Handy- work: Day unto Day uttereth Speech, and 
Night unto Night ſheweth Knowledg (un). God ſitteth upon the 
Circle of the Earth, and the Inhabitants thereof are as Graf: 
hoppers : He ftretcheth out the Heavens as a Curtain, and 
ſpreadeth them out as a Tent to dwell in (0). | 

When the Prophet had given an accgunt of theſe wonder- 
ful Works of Creation, in the former Verſe of our Text, 
he proceeds next to declarg that the fame God governs all 
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(!) Archbiſhop of Cambray's Exiſtence of God, Chap, 8. * 
(m) Small, if compar'd with the whole Univerſe, or the Greatneſs and Mul- 
fitude of the other Globes, | 1 
() Pfal, 19. 1, 2. (o) Iſa. 40. 22. 
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Which come and go at his Direction. 


for who can thunder with a Voice like him? 
Jod 3s. 26, 25, Go. | | 


12 MA Sermon preach'd Nov. 27. 1773. 
natural Cauſes, and does by his infinite Power and Under 
ſtanding order and difpoſe all the Accidents of the things 
he bath created. 7 e . bf. 
Hie did not leave the Works of Nature, after he had made 
and eſtabliſnd them, without a Director, and ſuffer them to 
produce whatever ſtrange Effects blind Chance might bring 
about by them; but continues to exerciſe a wiſe and powerful 
Providence over the Works of his Hand. 4 
And the firſt thing of this natore which the Prophet af- 
ſerts, is, that when he uttereth his Voice, there is a mulltithde of 
Waters in the Heavens. 1 Th SQ 
By the uttering of his Voice, may be here meant the po- 
ing forth of his Command: For the Clouds which carry ſuch 
vaſt Quantities of Water over our Heads, and . frequently 
drop it down to repleniſh the Earth, are but his Water-Pipes, 
| When there is à clear 
Air, and the refreſhing Beams of the Sun deſcend upon the 
Earth without interroption, immediately if a Command do 
but go forth from the God of Nature, the Clouds ſhalh ga- 
ther together in great Heaps over us, and bring a muſtnude 
of Waters in them: and when they are thus brouglit toge- 


* 


ther, by the ſame Divine Command they ſend down thoſe 


Waters upon us; not in great Sports, which would be 


both unprofitable and pernicious to the World; but they ad- 
mirably break into ſmall Drops, which renders their Fall both 


ſafe and comfortable. 

This gathering of the Waters together in the Heavens, and 
ſhowering of them down upon the thirſty Earth, is very ele- 
gantly deſcribd by Elihu (p), Behold, God is Great, and 
we know him not, With Clouds he covereth the Light, and 
commandeth it not to ſhine by the Cloud that cometh betwixt. 
He maleth ſmall the Drops of Water, they pour 2 Rain 


according to the Vapour thereof; which the Clouds do drop, and 


diftil upon Man abundantly. 

Or by God's Voice here, at the uttering of which there is ſuch 
a multitude of Waters in the Heavens, may be intended the 
Thunder, which is commonly accompany'd with great Rains, 
and is frequently in Scripture call'd the Voice of God: Not 
only becauſe it is what he hath made, and is obedient to his 
Command; but alſo becauſe tis ſuch a viſible Diſcovery of 
his Greatneſs and Power, and that whereby he fo often ſpeaks 
Terror and Amazement to the Inhabitants of the World ; 


* 


When 


13 1 


from the End of the Earth. 
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When he uttereth' this Voice, there is uſually: a great 
multitude of Waters in the Heavens. Common Obſervation 
teaclies every one, that at fuch à time the Clouds gather 
thick and black about us; and when the mighty Crack is 
heard, the Clouds break aſunder, and the Waters contain'd 
in them are pour d down with force, and in great quan- 
tities. 3; % 0 
The Divine Philoſopher beſore- mention d, does, in a very 
lofty Stile, deſcribe this wonderful Work of God to us alſo, 
when he fays (a), Hear attentively the Noiſe of his Voice, 
and the Sound that goeth out of his Mouth: He direfteth- it 
under the whole Heavens, and his Lightning to the Ends of the 
Earth; after it a Voice roareth: He thundereth with the 
Voice of his Excillency, and will not flay them when his Voice 
is. heard, God thumaereth —— with his Voice, great 
things doth he which we cannot comprehenl. 1 * 


2. The next Inſtance ken in our Text, of the Greatneſs 


and Power of God, is, that he cauſeth the /apours to aſcend 

What theſe Vapours are, by what natural Influence they 
are rais'd from the Sea, and moiſt Places; how they are car- 
ry'd aloft in the Air, and by what means they are condens'd 
and then ſcatter d upon the Earth, either in Dews, or Miſ- 
ling, or Small Rain; are philoſophical Inquiries, not much to 
our preſent purpoſe: tis ſufficient, that by all this gy plain- 
ly declare the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of that „ who 


made all theſe ſecret Influences of Nature, and directs them | 


for the Benefit of Mankind. | 


By raiſing the Vapours in one part of the Globe, and | 
cauſing them to diſtil in refreſhing Dews upon another, the 
wiſe God makes the Waters to help the dry Land, and ren- | 


ders it temperate and fruitful, By this Method the cold; and 


moiſt Places of the Globe are made to mitigate the Heat and | 
allay the Thirſt of the hotter Climates, which otherwiſe wonld | 
be dry and barren : So excellent is that Harmony, and ſo ſub- 
ſervient is one part to another, that it admirably dilplays the 
Wiſdom of the Creator, and the Goodneſs of our indulgent '| 


Father to us. 


'Tis by his Power the Vapours are rais'd up, either from | 
the remote Parts of the Earth, or the Surface of- the Wa- | 
ters; by his Wiſdom their Motions are directed thro the | 


airy Regions, and by his Underſtanding the Places are ap- 
pointed where they ſhall fall to refreſh. the Earth, By his 


nr 


| 
| 
| 
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Knowledg, faith the Wiſeman (b), the Depths are broken: ap, 
and the Clouds drop down the Dem; i. e. the raiſing up of Va- 

urs out of the deep and ſecret Places of the Earth, and the 

ime and Place of their falling again in a fruitful Dew, are 
both order'd by his infinite Wiſdom and unſearchable Know- 
ledg. Not the ſmalleſt Vapour can ariſe without his Di- 
rection, nor does it fall again but at his Command. , 

3. Beſides this, our Text tells us, that he maketh Lightnings 
with Rain; or, as it may be render'd, for the Rain : which' 
denotes not only that he is the Author both of Lightning and 
Rain, but that he does, after a wonderful and ſurprizing 
manner, intermix theſe contrary Elements of Fire and Wa- 
ter together, and make them ſubſervient the one to the other. 
* Both appear at the ſame time, deſcend from the ſame 


Region; and tho fo contrary to each other, ſeem both to 


break out of the ſame Cloud. 1 0 
And this mixture is not more ſtrange and ſurprizing, than 
it is beneficial to the World, and profitable to Mankind. By 
their contrary Qualities, the one temperates, and is an allay 
to the other, by which the pernicious Influences of either are 
prevented, and at the ſame time are made ſeveral ways ad- 
vantageous to us; as both contribute to purify the Air, to 
urge away offenſive Vapours, and render the Atmoſphere 
healthful and pleaſant to us. | 
If-one of theſe were not kept in the Regions above us, 
how ſhould the Vapours ariſe from the Earth? If the other 
were wanting, how muſt they be condens'd and caus'd to fall 
down again? But he has wiſely made the Fire to meet the 
watery Cloud in the Air, that it may break and disburden it 


ſelf upon us for our great Advantage. Theſe are part of his 


ways, hut how ſmall a Portion is heard of him (c)? TheWorks 

of the Lord are great, ſought out of all them that have plea» 

ſure therein (d). | 11 
4. The laſt Inſtance of God's Power and Greatneſs, men- 


tion'd in the Text, is, that be bringeth the Wind out of bis 


Treaſures. Not only the Thunder and the Lightning, the 
Rain and the Dew, but the Wind, that is commonly inter- 
mix'd with all theſe things, is part of the Treaſures of the 
God of Nature. Tis what he ſends or holds back, mak 
a Mercy or a judgment to the World as he pleaſes. id 
But of this I ſhall ſpeak more particularly, after I have 


conſider'd the 


%) Prov, 3. 20. (e) Job 26,17, IS (4) Prat, 111.3. 
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Second Head of Diſcourſe propos d; and that is, to en- 


quire into the Scope and Deſign of the holy Prophet, in 
making ſuch a large and particular Enumeration of the won- 
derful Works of God. And there are two things, which F 
think, plainly appear to be the Deſign of all this. N 

1. To declare the Greatneſs of the God of Iſrael, and 
ſhew how infinitely he exceeds all the Idol Gods that were 
worſhip'd by the Nations round about them. | N 
This the Pfſalmiſt tells us was his Deſign, when he makes a 


Repreſentation of God and his Works, almoſt in the ſame 


words with thoſe in our Text; That . we might know that the 


Lord is Great, and that our God is above all Gods (e). Tis 


to help us to form right Notions of the Divine Majeſty in oor 
Minds, and not think him like our ſelves, much Jeſs dare to re- 

refent him by the Work of our Hands. And by the Verſes 
oNavwing our Text it appears, that this was alſo one of the 
chief Deſigns of the Prophet, in giving us ſuch a large Cata- 
Jopue of God's wonderful Works: for he proceeds immedi- 
ately after this to expoſe the Brutiſhneſs and Folly of thoſe 
Men, who made graven Images, and worſhip'd the Work of 


their own Hands; which have neither Life nor Breath in them. 


Every Man (faith he) is brutiſh by his Knowledg, every Foun- 
der is confounded by the graven Image; for his moult en Image 


is Falſhood, and there is no Breath in them : they are Vanity, te 


Mot of Error, in the time of their Viſitation they ſhall pe- 
riſh; i. e. both the Men and the Gods they worſhip ſhall pe- 
riſh together, when our God brings forth his Judgments, and 
viſits them with his Plagues. But then he adds, The Portion 
of Jacob is not like them, for he is the Former of all things. 
They muſt have very mean and unworthy Thoughts of 
God, that can imagine any Image they make, is able to re- 
preſent him; or that any Picture they can draw, will help 
them to form right Ideas of him in their Minds. No! By 
theſe things they do but diſcover the Brutiſhneſs of their own 
Natures, and ſhew their groſs Ignorance of the true God. 


Our God is great above all Gods, and there is none in Hea- 


ven or Earth to be compar d with him: Behold his Works, 
and ſee! for the viſible things that are made, declare his eternal 
Power and Godhead. | | 

2. Another great Deſign, in giving this large Account of 
God's wonderful Works, is to make Men fear his Threat- 
nings, and depend upon his Promifes. 


(e) Plal. 135. 5. 
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If we look into the Verſes preceding the Text, we ſhall 
!!' find many great and dreadful Threatnings againſt. the Ege- 
mies of God, intermix'd with ſome Promiſes of Salvation 
and Happineſs to his own People. Naw that the one might 
tremble at his Threatnings, and expect the certain Ex you 
of them; and that the other might receive the Promiſes, and 
|| livein'the joyful hope of their Accompliſhment : he ſhews 
that the Lord is a great and mighty God, who can do what- 
Poever he pleaſes in Heaven and Earth, and in all deep Places; 
tat he threatens nothing but what he is able to execute; 
tat be promiſes nothing but what is in his power to accom: 


liſh. | > 8 
, Who, that hardneth himſelf againſt this God, can think 
to proſper ? Is any crafty enough to eſcape his Hand, of 
ſtrong enough to reſiſt his infinite Power? Let his Enemies be 
never ſo rich or numerous, never ſo wiſe or ſtrong, he is a- 
ble to bring upon them the Vengeance that he has t _ 


and to execute the Judgments of his Mouth, and it ſhall no 
de inthe power of all the Gods in whom they truſt to fave 
them. *Tis natural to conclude, if he be a God that does 
| ſach great and wonderful Works, that it muſt be a dreadful 
thing to fall into the hands of this living and true God; for 
who can know the Power of his Wrath! | 
1 This large Account of God's Power and Greatneſs, is alſo 
dieeſign'd to encourage his People to embrace the Promiſes, 
1 9 in the ſtedfaſt 13 of their Accompliſhment. Who 
2 able to interrupt his Deſigns, or cauſe: him to alter the 
thing that is gone out of his Mouth? Such a mighty God as 
| this can never exceed in the Promiſes he makes, nor can any 
| [Difficulties prevent his doing the thing that he bas ſpaken : 
\ Bleſſed is the Man therefore that bath the God of Jacob for his 
Help, whoſe Hope is in the Lord his God (f); for he is great 
above all Gods, and his Glory is made known thro the whole 
i | Earth. _— 
Il; 


* 


it Thirdly, But it is time I ſhould come to that which is 
dtrrectly to our preſent occaſion, and that is more parti- 
bi cularly to explain and improve the laſt Inſtance mention'd 
nl in our Text, of the wonderful Works of God, viz. That he 
Le rhe Wind out of tis Treaſures. And here let us ob- 
It; + ſerve, | 

i | 1. That the Wind is ſaid to come out of God's Treaſures. 
| 
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in Comme maration of the Great Storm. 17 
And, 2. That when it does fo, it is God himſelf that 
bringeth it for tv. on, 

By Treaſures here, ſome underſtand: thoſe ſecret Places of 
Nature, from whence the Winds take their firſt Riſe, which 
are only ſubject to the 3 and Inſpection of the Al- 
mighty; the Riſe and Cauſes. of the Winds being a Secret 
more Maden from the inquiſitive Mind of Man, tban the o- 
ther Works of God are. | 4.4, 

And when the Scriptures ſay of God, that he- holdeth the 
Wind in his Fiſt; ſome underſtand by it, not only that it is 
under his Power and Management, but alſo that this is à Se- 
cret, conceal'd by the Almighty from the moſt piercing Un- 
derſtanding, and not left to the common Diſcoveries of the 
Inquiſitive, as the other Phenomena of Nature are. 

- Whether it takes its firſt Riſe from the ſubterraneous Fires, 
or from certain Caverns and hollow Places in the Earth, or 
from a great Preſſure of Vapours on the Atmoſphere, are 
things but little underſtood, - and depend more upon Conjec- 
tare than Demonſtration. D 

Our Saviour tells us, Joh. 3. 8. That the Wind bloweth where 
it lifteth, anil tue hear the Sound thereof, but cannot tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth. We can't tell the particular 
Place where it takes its Riſe, nor how far it goes before it 
ceaſeth; why, it blows ſometimes this way, and ſometimes 
that; ſometimes it makes only a gentle Breeze, at other times 
riſes to a violent Storm; why it ſometimes goes on in a direct 
Line, at other times has a circular Motion: Whatever pro- 
bable Conjectures may be made about theſe things, this only 
is certain, that it comes out of God's Treafures; and is 
more immediately onder his Power and Management, than 
many other Works of Nature. 917 0 BOT 
But I rather chuſe to underſtand this Phraſe, He bringeth 
the Wind. out of hu Treaſures, to be an Allafion-to the Cu 
tom of Kings and great Potentates on the Earth, who have 
their Treaſures laid up in ſtore againſt a proper occaſion ; 
either Treaſures of Wealth to maintain their Pomp and 
Grandure, or Treaſures of warltke Preparations, to make 
them terrible to their Enemies, and enable them to defend 
themſelves and Subjects. & BEL 

So the Great God, who is King of Kings, and Lord of 

Lords, has his Treaſures in ftore, to bring forth upon occa- 
ſion, either to defend his People, or deſtroy his Enemies. 
Haſt thow (ay s God to Joh l enter d into the Treaſures of the 
Snow, or haſt thou ſeen the Treaſures of the Hail, which I have 

C. 9” it reſeru'd 
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rreſerv'd againſt the time of Trouble, againftithe Day of Battel 
and War (h)? God has his Treaſures of Snow and Hail, of 
| ' Thunder and Lightning, of Winds and Tempeſts, which he 
| can bring out as be pleaſes, either to manifeſt his on Great-- 
{i}: neſs and Power, or to execute Vengeance upon his Enemies, 


and ſtrike with Terror all thoſe who barden their Hearts a- 
% gainſt bim. n 2 
2. When the Wind cometh out of this ſecret Treaſury, it 
j is God himſelf that bringeth it forth. - | 
| 


Ihe Winds are not only a part of God's Works, but they 
% are alſo in a ſpecial manner under bis Power and Direction. 
Ibis is true of the common and ordinary Winds, but more 
| eſpecially. of thoſe that are violent, and bring about. extra- 
ordinary Events; and therefore they are call'd, the Breath of 
6 (7), as being that which he ſendeth forth or retains, 
males hot or cold, raiſes high or keeps low, as he pleaſes. 
U. T ho Satan be call'd the Prince of the Power of the Air (H, 
ll ' becauſe all the Dominion and Power he executes is confin'd to 
theſe lower Regions; yet this is to be confider'd for our Com- 
IH fort, that 'tis a limited and reſtrain'd Power. The Almighty 
4. reſerves the Government of theſe things in his own hand, ſo 
that Satan cannor ſend or ſtop one Breath of Air without a 
Divine Permithon. | 
i And the pretended Power of Conjurers and Witches, to | 
' raile or lay the Winds, is all Cheat and Deluſion; for God 
only holds the Wind 1n his Hand, and brings it out of his 
Treaſury when and how he pleaſes. | "1. 
Sometimes he brings it forth in great Mercy and Kindneſs 
to the World, to purify the Air, to drive away infectious 
and offenſive Vapours, to refreſh the Fruits of the Earth, and 
to promote the Health and Trade of Mankind. . 
And many of us are ſcarcely ſenſible how kind and indul- 
gent our heavenly Father is to us upon this account: We 
hve in the Air, and muſt be continually taking it in to moiſten 
and nouriſh the Lungs. If it were not kept in a perpetual 
agitation by Winds, it would not be fit for Reſpiration ; and 
the Vapours that ariſe daily from the Waters and Earth, 
would quickly ſuffocate all that breathe in it. i 
| A ſtanding Water does not ſooner poiſon the Fiſh that 
ꝝære put into it, than a pent and ſtagnated Air would deſtroy 
9 the Life both of Man and Beaſt. But the wiſe and bountiſul 
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| God of Nature keeps it in a continual Motion, by which 
means it affords both Health and Pleaſure to his Creatures 
that live in it. | 


But 
0) Job 5%, 22,23, (i) Job 37.19, (&) Eph, 2. 2. 
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But ſometimes God is pleas d to bring the Wind out of his 
Treaſures in Wrath, and to execute bis juſt Judgments upon 
the guilty Iohabitants of the Earth: That which is in it ſelf 
ſo great a Mercy, and fo neceſſary to our Subſiſtence, he can 
eaſily make a dreadful Calamity, and the quick Execatzoner 
of his Judgments.  : n e 
Tue Lord hath his way in the Whirlwind, and in the Storm, - 
and the Clouds are the Duſt of his Feet (I); i. e. he does ſome - 
time, by this Method, convince Sinners of the Greatneſs of 
his Power, and make them feel the weight of bis Wrath; 
and when he comes forth to execute Vengeance, tis common 
for him to male the Clouds his Chariot-Wheels, and to ride 
upon the Wings of the Wind: oo bi 
And tho the Wind be ſo thin and weak a Body in it ſelf,” 
when God brings it forth to execute his Judgments, he arms 
it with ſuch Strength and Violence, that no Power or Art can 
be able to withſtand it; but the moſt ſtately Fabrick upon 
the Earth, and the beſt contriv'd Veſſel upon the Water, 
ſhall be daſh'd to pieces by it. The ſtrength of the Hand 
. that moves it, can make it cauſe the whole Earth to ſhake, and 
the Inhabitants thereof to tremble with Fear. * 
From this general Account of the Wind, I ſhall take occa- 
ſion to diſcourſe more particularly of that great and dreadful * 
Storm, which we are met together this Day to commemorate : 
And that I may do this, fo as to anſwer the pious Deſign of, 


ſuch a Commemoration, I ſhall, © * 4 N$8 x" 
1. Give you a brief Accaurit of that great ' and violent 
Storm of Wind, and remind you of ſome of the moſt re- 
markable Circumſtances of it. Adu. 
2. Shew you what Improvement we ought to make of the 
remembrance of theſe things. ey 
The dreadful Storm and Tempeſt, of which Jam to give 
you ſome Account, was in the Year 1703. It began on kri- 
day Night the 26th of Novemb, and continu'd to blow' wich 
prodigious Violence till about fix or ſeven the next Morning : 
it was on this Day indeed that it roſe to the greateſt height, 
png did the moſt Damage, tho it blew very hard ſeveral Days 
wy defore at alter, ©. 20S, r 
It is affirm'd by all, wbo have writ any Account of this 
Calamity, that it exceeded any Storm that bas happen d in 
the Memory of Man, or that can be found in any Hiſtory. 
The Storm which we had in England in February 166 f. Was 
indeed very great and dreadful, and moſt Parts of England 
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felt the ſad Effects of ia appears by the Account publiſh'd 
the ſame Year (n). The two Storms in Holland, in the 
Years 1674 and 1675, of which Sir William Temple gives a 
8 Account (2), were very terrible, and did great 

Jamage to their Houſes, Churches and Ships, and made ny | 
for ſuch Inundations of Water, that it was feard that whole 


mtg '* UI 43 


Wind had occafion'd ; and every body's firſt Work was ta 
enquire after and viſit their Friends and Relations, rejoicing 
to find each other alive after ſo imminent Danger. | 
The Deſolations made in the Countries, and at private Seats, 
were not jeſs than thoſe in Cities and Towns : A great number 
of Timber and Fruit-Trees were torn up by the Roots, whole 
Parks ruin'd, Orchards laid flat, great Walls aud Fences of 
prodigious Length thrown down, as well as many Barns and 
Out- houſes; the Stacks of Hay and Corn blown up into the 
Air, and ſo ſcatter'd abroad as not to be got together again; 
and in many Places the great Trees were thrown fo thick a-croſs 
the Roads, that there was no travelling for Man or Horſe. 


( Vide Mirabiti: Annus. 1 
(n) Sir William Temples Account of the Netherlands, 
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But the greateſt Damages were thoſe: done upon the Wa- 
ter. In the Harbours he Ships were thrown in heaps upon 


. 


one another, and their;Rigging torn to pieces, Thoſe at Sea 


ere ſome of them thrown upon the Quick-ſands, where in 
5 little time they were ſwallow'd up with all the Souls that 
were, in em: others daſh'd to pieces upon Rocks and 
Shelves; and others by the Violence of the Wayes ſunk di- 
realy down to the Hortons, Wah giving the. leaſt warning to 
thoſe miſerable Wretches:that were on board em. So:t 
the Number of Men that were kill'd upon the Land, an 
the much greater Number that were loſt at Sea, added much 
to this Calamit xp. Wd roam; 4 
In December following there came forth a Proclamation, 
appointing a general Faſt on this ſad Occaſion (o), in which 
there was a large Account given of this Storm, and the Da- 
mages done by it: and becaule it is done in few Words, ex- 

reſs d with ſuch a Senſe of Humiliation and Piety and will 

acknowledg'd to be an authentick Relation, and ſuffieien 
Proof of what I have aid of it, I think it will not be amils 
to.recite that part of the Proclamatioo mm. 
Her Majeſty's Words are theſe: ** Whereas, by the 
&« late moſt Terrible and Dreadful Storms of Wind, with 
cc which it hath pleas d Almighty God to afflit. the rg 
“ Part of this our Kingdom, on Friday and Saturday, the 
« 26th and 27th Days of November laſt, ſome of our Ships 
& of War, and many Ships of our Loving Subjects, -have 
ce been deſtroy d and [oſt at Sea, and great Numbers of our 
“ SubjeRs, ſerving on Board the ſame, have perilh'd; and 
© many Houſes and other Buildings of our good Subjects 
& have been either wholly thrown down and demoliſh'd, or 
« very much damnify'd and defac'd, and thereby ſeveral 
“ Perſons have been kill d; and many Stacks of Corg-and 
Hay thrown down. and ſcatter d abroad, to . the great 
« Damage and Impoveriſhment of many others, :elpecially 
„the poorer ſort; and great Numbers of Timber and other 
“ Trecs have, by the ſaid Storm, been torn up by the Roots 
in many Parts of this our Kingdom. A Calamity of this 
© ſort ſo Dreadful and Aſtoniſhing, that the like bath. not 
& been ſeen or felt in the Memory of any Perſon living in 
de this our Kingdom; and which loudly calls for the deepeſt 
* and. molt folemn,, Humiliation of us and our People: 
© Therefore out of a deep and. pious Senſe of what We and 


all our People have ſuffer d by the-faid Dreadfal Winds 


1 
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(o) The Queen's Proc lamgtion, dated December 42. 1703. e | 
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Aud Storms (which we moſt humbly ackbowledg to be a 


& Token of the Divine Diſpleaſure, and that it was the in- 
« finite Mercy of God that we and our People were not 
« thereby wholly deſtroy d) bave reſolv d, and do 
« hereby command, That a General and Pablick Faſt be 
e obſerv d 1 B 

' This is Rill only a general Account of that great Calami- 
ty: But ſome time after there came forth a more large and 

articular Relation of it, collected from moſt parts of the 
Kiogdem, and confirm'd by very good Authorities (p). | 
Ibis Collector went on to number the Trees that were torn 
up, till it amounted to above 250,000 ; but finding there would 
be, po _ of the Particulars under this Head, he proceeded 
ee „ e 

Above 400 Windmills were over- ſet and broken to pieces, 
and Barns and Out- houſes bey ond number. Call 

More than 800 Dwelling-houſes were by this terrible 
Blaſt thrown down, in moſt of which the Inhabitants receiv'd 
great Wounds and Bruiſes, and many Joſt their Lives. 

. The Churches, tho generally built with Stone, and cover'd 
with Lead, were not ſecure from this mighty Blaſt ; above 
100 of em were uncover'd, and from ſome the Lead was 
thrown an incredible diſtance; beſides ſeveral, which had their 


" 


Steeples and Battlements entirely deſtroyed. 


I The City of Briſtol did not only ſuffer immediately from 
the Wind, but fo high a Tide was occaſion d thereby, as did 
Above 100,000 J. Damage to the Merchants Goods. 
It caus'd ſuch a ſtrong Tide in the River Severn, as broke 


down the Banks, overflow'd a vaſt Tract of Land, and 


&rown'd 15000 Sheep, beſides other Cattel: In this one Place 
the Damage was computed to about 200, 000 l. = 

That uleful Sea-Mark, the Light-Houſe upon the Eddyſtone 
at Plimout h, tho it was built with uncommon Art and Strength, 
and had born ſeveral great Storms, was not able to ſtand this 
Blaſt: And the ingenious Contriver of it, Mr. Minſtanly, be- 


ing there, periſh'd together with thoſe that dwelt in it. 
In the River of Thames, by the Watermens Account, there 


were at leaſt 500 Wherries, 300 Ship-boats, and 100 Ligh- 
ters and Barges, intirely loſt, beſide a much greater Number 
of each that receiv'd conſiderable Damage. thinks. 

The Ships loſt in this mighty Tempeſt, are computed: by 


ſome to be 300, tho others reckon a leſs Number. 


4 ho i TY * w 


{2} The Storm, or 2 Colle&ion of the moſt Remarkable Caſualties and Diſ- 
aſters which happey'd in the late Dreadtul Te mpeſt both by Sea and Land. 


Hinted Anno 1704, 


By. 


in Commemoration of the Great.Storm. 23 


But that part of the Calamity which ſhould moſt affect us, 
is, the Number of Souls awhot by this dreadful Storm were 
blown into Eternity: 5 which, it is to be fear d, were 
very much unprepar d for ſo ſudden a Change. 
120 are known to have loſt their Lives by the Fall of Houſes, 
Chimneys, &c. 200 more were :grievoully. wounded and 
bruiſed only in the City of London, and Places adjacent. 
There were -drown'd in Rivers, and caſt away at Sea, no 
leſs than 8000 Soul. e ere 2 
Amongſt thoſe that periſſi d upon the Land, that Great and 
Pious Divine the Biſhop of Bath and Miells deſerves a parti - 
cular mention: And amongſt thoſe: loſt at Sea, that Brave: 
and Valiant Commander Rear -Admiral Beaumont is to be 
number d. * F31 35 „ 3.27 Ya at 
And now, all this is but a Part of the Damages done in 
our own Nation, beſides what dreadful Effects it had in Hol- 
land, France, and other Countries 
Is not this then a Night to be remember d? Should ſuch a 


Terrible and Extenſive Judgment as this paſs off without 


our calling it often to mind, and humbling our ſelves for thoſe 
provoking Sins that brought down fo great a Judgment? 
The Fire of London is annually commemorated, and was 
indeed a great Calamity ; yet is it not comparable with this, 
either for the Greatneſs or Extent of the Damages done by 
it: nor is it to be nam'd with this Terrible Storm, for the 
Number of Souls that periſh'd in it. 
That indeed was begun, and carry'd on, by our treache- 
rous and cruel Enemies, the Papiſts: But this was a plain In- 
dication of God's Anger, and a Judgment coming more im- 
mediately from Heaven it ſelf upon us. lad 
Let me therefore only beg your Patience a little longer, 
while I ſhew you what Improvement we ought to make of 
the Remembrance of theſe things. ite _— 
. 1/t, The Remembrance of this Great and Dreadful Judg- 
ment ſhould raiſe in our Minds an aweful Senſe of the Great- 
neſs and Power of God; and cauſe us to fear before him. 
The Deſigu of the Almighty, in ſuch uncommon and terrible 
Diſcoveries of his Power, is to make his Name great through” 
out the Earth, and to cauſe Men to ſtand in awe of his 
Judgments. By ſuch Inſtances as theſe we may learn, that 
God is the beſt Friend or worſt Enemy, that our Life 
and all our Happineſs is wa Power. If he be for us 
who can be againſt us, fo as to do us any real barm ? 
but if he be againſt us, what Power can protect 8 ? 
| af 


— 


24 A Sermon preach'd Nov. 27. 1713. 

i! What Skill can ſecure as? or what Allies are able to defend 
us from his Vengeance? Who is a Match for the Almighty ? 
or who ever harden d themſelves againſt him and proſper d? 
His Magazine is fill'd with Stores, and he is able to bring all 
ſorts of Judgments out of his Treaſury. This Enemy is a- 

ble to attack Sinners every way at once, by Sea and by 

Land, in Body and Goods, in Houſe and in Family; and that 
which: is ſtill more dreadful, he can reach their Hearts and 

Conſciences, and make them a Terrour to themſelves : and if 


ill alt theſe will not bring them to Repentance, be can and will 


at laſt caſt both Body and Soul into Hell. We are too apt 
to affright our ſelves without juſt Cauſe, and to fear where 
no Fear is. But I will (aße our Saviour) forewarn you whom 
you ſhall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed, hath-Power 
te caft into Hell (g Who would not fear fo great a Lord, 
and tremble at his Preſence? ? | 17 
2aly, When we commemorate this great Judgment, it 
ſhould bring into our Minds thoſe Sins and Follies.by 
which we contributed with others to the bringing down 
ſo great a Calamity. It was Sin that occaſion d all thoſe 
Deſolations and terrible Judgments that have been in the 
World from the beginning of it. God did not bring a Flood 
to'drown the Old World, till he ſaw that the Wickedneſs of 
Man was great in the Earth; and that every (r) Imagination 
of the Thoughts of his Heart was only evil continually. God 
did not rain Fire and Brimſtone upon the Cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, until there were not ten righteous Perſons to be 
found in em (5). . * en 
The Sins of Niniveh, that great City, came up to Heaven, 
before God ſent his Prophet to pronounce its Overthrow (t. 
When we call to Remembrance therefore this great Judg- 
ment, let us not forget our Sins, by. which we were inſtru- 
mental to this publick Calamity. It will do us but little good 
to revive the Memory of this dreadful Storm in our Minds, 
if that don't lead us to remember with Shame and Humility 
thoſe Iniquities by which we thus provoked God to Anger 
moſt bitterly. * . | MESS. 
After God has viſited a Nation with Judgments, he ex- 
pects this as the Effect of it: I hearker'd, and heard (ſays 
God) but they ſpake nut aright ; no Man repented him of his 
Wickewneſs, ſaying, What have I done? every ane turned to his 
Conrſe, as the Horſe ruſpeth into the Battel (u). 


(q) Luke 38. 5. (7 Gen. 6, bY (s) Gen, 18. 22. 2 
(t, Jonah 1. 2. (v) Jer. 8. 6. | 1 
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- It is very probable, that there are but few preſent who 
did not ſutter more or leſs in this Calamity : *Tis yet more 
probable, that there are none of us but what contributed by 
our Sins to the bringing of this dreadful Judgment; and. 
therefore may, in ſome meaſure, ſay, as Jonah did in the 
Storm he met with, I know that for my ſake this great Tempeſt | 
came upon us (w). | ; 

34ly, The Remembrance of this great and terrible Storm 
ſhould lead us to conſider the Obligations we are under to, 
God for our Preſervation in that time of uncommon Danger, 
and what Returns we have made ſince for ſo great a Mercy. 

Did God ſpare you when ſo many.periſh'd in a few Hours? 
Did He grant you a Reprieve for ſo many Years, when gg 
were cut off in their Sins, and ſent quick to Hell? What ef- 
feR has this had upon you? Are you better fitted and prepar d 
for Death now than you were then? As the Death of ſome then 
was very quick and dreadful, ſo the Preſervation of others was 
as ſtrange and remarkable. Some were within a ſtep or two 
of being daſh'd to pieces by what was blown down from the 
Houſes, and yet eſcap'd; others had their Houſes thrown 
down upon them, and they buried in the Rubbiſh, and yet 
were taken out again without any perſonal Damage ; ſome by- 
the ſame Wave that ſunk the Ship under them, were thrown, 
either upon the Shore, or on board another Veſſel, which, 


- prov'd the means of their Preſervation. 


Theſe were remarkable Deliverances indeed, and call alond 
for Thankfulneſs and Gratitude : and how many that are here 
preſent were indulg'd with ſuch kind and favourable Pro- 
vidences, I know not; but ſure I am, that we have all rea- 
ſon to adore the Divine Mercy, to bleſs God that we are alive 
after ſuch a Deſolation z, and to ſay with the Prophet, I is of 
the Lord's Mercies that we were not conſum'd, and becauſe his 
Compaſſions fail'd not. | n 

Had God given but a little more Force to that great Tem- 
peſt, there had not been a City, nor a Town, nor an Houſe 
ſtanding in England. A few Degrees more of Violence added 
to it, would have buried thouſands where it buried but one. 
But God was pleas'd, in Mercy to this Nation, to flay the 
rough Wind in the Day of the Eaſt · Mind, and thereby pre- 
vent an univerſal Deſtruction. What Obligation then are we 
under both of Thankfulneſs and Obedience? 2 

Ingratitude is a deteſtable Crime amongſt Men; but then is 
it clothed with the greateſt Guilt, when tis cõmmitted againſt 
a kind and indulgent God. There are two Inſtances of Ingra- 
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(w) Jonah 1, 12. 
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titude on this account, that have come to my hand, which I 
can't forbear mentioning on this Occaſion, ib 
The one is of a Sea-man, who, when the Ship he was in 
was daſh'd to pieces upon the Goodwin Sands, was the only 
Man of 273 that was faved ; but the Storm continuing, the 
ſecond Ship he got into periſh'd after the like manner, and 
this Man only eſcap'd with his Life: Nay, the third Ship 
he was on board of periſh'd; and he, by fome Providence 
of the like nature, eſcap'd and got ſafe to Shore in a ſmall 
Veſſel (x). Now three ſuch miraculous Deliverances as 
thete, one would think, ſhould have deeply affected his 


Mind, and made him reſolve not to go on in any former Courſe 


of Wickedneſs: And yet, in about two Hours after, this very 
Man was found in an Ale-houſe drinking, and ſwearing, and 


playing at Cards with his profane Companions. O! monſtrous 


Ingratitude, and unparallel'd Wickedneſs ! 

ut this was only a private Caſe, and the Crime of a par- 
ticular Perſon. The other Inſtance I have to mention, is of 
a more publick and flagrant nature, and was acted in this ve- 
ry Town: for this Storm was hardly over, before it was made 
a Jeft upon the Stage ; and the Plays, call'd Mackbeth, and 
The Tempeſt, were acted twice within a Week after, and 
one of them on the very firſt Night following: in which 
they mimick d this dreadful Judgment ; and at the repreſent- 
ing of Thunder and Lightning, the falling of Houſes and 

imneys, and the breaking of Legs and Arms, the profane 
Audience were pleas d to clap to an unuſual length. ' 

The Repreſentation of that, which but a little before had 
made their Faces pale, and their Hearts tremble, is now 
made the Subject of their Sport and Laughter. Lord! what 
Folly and Ingratitude is wrapt up in the Heart of Man? and 
who but a God of infinite Patience could bear with ſuch da- 
ring Provocations * But I hope none prefent have Sins of this 


nature to reflect upon 


4thly, The calling again to Remembrance this dreadful 
Storm, ſo long after it is paſt, ſhould revive in us thoſe 
Impreſſions that were then made by it, and fix em the deeper 
in our Hearts. Shall all thoſe good Thoughts and Reſolutions 
then taken up, be blown away and come to nothing ? Let us 
call tomind what Frame we were then in, and what Thoughts 
we had when we heard the Voice of God from the Cloud; 
when the Earth, ſeem'd to tremble under us; when Diſtreſs 


and Anguiſh was upon us, and all Faces gather d Paleneſs. 


() The iſt Ship was the Mary, a 4th Rate; the 2d the Northumberland, 2 3d 
Rate; the 3d was the Sterling-Caftle ; out of which 64 were ſav'd with himſelf. 
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Did not ſome of the ſtouteſt-hearted Sinners then tremble, 
and were not the Thonghts of their paſt Sins a bitter Mortel to 
their Souls? Did not many, who had not pray'd for a long time 
before, then fall upon their Knees, and cry earneſtly to God, and 
make Vows of ſerving him for the future, if he would but ſpare 
them this time? | | | | 
Tho, now you are out of danger, you may think Sin a light 
matter; did you not find it a grievous Burden ' and Weight 
upon your Souls then? Tho now you may cry, *ris time enough 
to repent and prepare for another World ; did yon not then 
think you had delay'd it too long, and fear'd there was no hope 
left, and reſolv'd, if God would ſpare you that once, you would 


. delay theſe Fan Concerns no longer? Now perhaps you are not 


much terrify d with the Thoughts of Death and a future Judg- 
ment, becauſe you look upon them as things at a great diſtance: 


But how great and aweful did theſe ſeem to you, when you de- 


* 


held them as juſt coming upon you ! | | 
Call back thoſe ſerious Thoughts, thoſe juſt Apprehenfions 

you then had of God and a future State; bring again to re- 
membrance the Reſolutions yon took up, and the Vows you then 
made, and reſolve they ſhall not depart from you till you are 
made better by them, and have perform'd unto God your Vows. 
5th, Let us confider, That tho this Storm be paſt, yet it 
was only a Fore-runner of Greater Judgments, if we don't re- 
pent of our Sins, and turn from the Error of our Ways: 


That God, by this terrible Tempeſt, only gave us warning 


of what he can and will do, if we continue impenitent and 
unbelieving. i 3 
Tempeſts have commonly been the Fore - runner of greater 
udgments, to ſuch Nations as have not been humbled: and re- 
orm'd by them: And it has been God's uſual Method to begin 
with ſmaller Judgments firft ; and if theſe don't ſucceed, to 
proceed to greater. Q 
Read the Threatnings of God againſt his own People the 
ews : Lev. 26. 21, 22, c. If ye will walk contrary unto me, 
and will not bearken unto me, I will bring ſeven times more Plagues 
upon you, according to your Sins. And then He goes on to denounce 
ſtill greater and greater Judgments: If great Drought and 
Scarcity would not humble and reform them, then he threatens to 
let in the wild Beaſts upon them, to deftroy their Children and 
their Cattel ; If this would not do, then he would ſend the 
Sword amongſt them to avenge his Quarrel: If they ftill went 
on in their Diſobedience, then to the former Judgments he 
threatens to add Famine; and after that, to ſweep them away 
with the Peftilence, 
If leſſer Judgments have not their Effect, greater and more 
terrible ſhall ſucceed in the room of them: For Men to con- 
tinue in a Courſe of Sin, after ſuch Warnings and plain Inti- 
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mations of God's Anger, argues great Stupidity and Hardneſs 
of Heart; ſuch muſt certainly fin againſt great Light and 
Knowledg, and againſt many Reſolutions and Vows to the con- 
trary : and all theſe Circumftances tend greatly to aggravate 
their Guilt, and provoke a juſt God to viſit them with yet more 
dreadful Storms of his Wrath. | 

6thly, and Laftly, Let the remembrance of this dreadful 
Storm lead us to the Conſideration of that Great and Notable 
Day of the Lord which is yet to come; I mean, the Day of 
Judgment: that Great Day of his Wrath, which will infinitely 
exceed any thing that was ſeen or felt in the Storm, of which L 
have been ſpeaking. - | 

Then the Angels, that ftand at the four Corners of the Earth 
to hold in the four Winds (a), ſhall let them looſe with all their 
Rage and Violence : Then the guilty Sinner ſhall not only hear 
the Noiſe of his Chariot-Wheels, but ſhall ſee the Son of God 
himſelf coming down from Heaven in Flames of Fire, with all 
his mighty Angels, to take Vengeance on the Diſobedient and 
Unbelieving ; and this Appearance will be with ſuch Majefty 
and Terror to the Wicked, that they ſhall call to the Rocks and 
Mountains to fall upon them, to hide them from the Face of 
him that fitteth upon the Throne, and from the Wrath of the 


Lamb: Then the Sun ſhall be darken'd, and the Moon turn'd 


into Blood ; the Sea and the Waves ſhall roar, and Mens Hearts 
fail them for Fear. Ina word, the Earth ſhall paſs away with a 


great Noiſe, and the Heavens ſhall melt with fervent Heat. 


If this Storm was ſo dreadful, what will that be when the 
Vials of the Wrath of God ſhall be pour'd out upon the World ? 
If we found our ſelves ſo affrighted and terrify'd at this uncom- 
mon Shock, how ſhall we able to ftand in that Great Day of his 
Wrath? if we have not ſecur'd an Intereſt in Chriſt, and ob- 
tain'd the Forgiveneſs of our Sins at the Hand of God, before 
that Dreadful Day come upon us. i, | 

If God's Voice in the Storm and the Whirlwind was ſo terrible 
to the Sinner, and begun ſuch Horror and Confuiton in his guil- 
ty Mind; what will the laſt Sentence produce in him, when the 
univerſal Judg ſhall ſay, Depart from me ye Curſed into everlaſting 
Fire, prepar'd for the Devil and his Angels? 

But as for the Righteous, they ſhall have a Place of Defence 
and Safety. In this univerſal Confuſion, they ſhall be receiv'd 
into the Joy of their Lord, and remoy'd into thoſe calm and 
peaceful Regions, where there is no Sin nor Sorrow, where there 
is no Fear, nor Confuſion, where there is not the leaſt Indication 
of God's Anger ; but an eternal Reft and Peace in the Enjoy- 
ment of his Preſence and Favour. To which happy State, God 


in his infinite Mercy bring us all ſafely at laſt, for the ſake of 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, Amen MB 62 : 


(2) Rev. 7. 1. 6. 
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